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INTRODUCTION 


This volume is the eighth pregnancy report for North Carolina. The data of this report include reported 
induced abortions, live births, and fetal deaths. Only fetal deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation are 
reportable. The sum of these events represents total reported pregnancies. 


The following section uses tables, graphs, maps, and narrative to examine statewide trends and patterns 
in pregnancy, live birth, abortion, and fetal death. Subsequent sections of this report examine selected 
characteristics of abortions, live births, and fetal deaths with emphasis on abortions since they are not 
reported in other publications of the State Center for Health Statistics. Finally, for the state, regions, and 
100 counties, one-page tables summarize resident abortions, live births, fetal deaths and total pregnancies 
by race and age for total and unmarried women. Note that marital status was not reported for 21 
percent of the abortions. Therefore the number of abortions to unmarried women is understated in the 
tables of this report. 


Throughout this report, data year 1986 is used as the base to reflect changes during the past decade. 
Beginning in 1978, abortion providers voluntarily reported detailed characteristics on nearly all of their 
procedures. Corresponding data for earlier years were obtained from a sample and may not be 
representative. 


Hospitals and clinics in North Carolina reported detailed information on an estimated 99 percent of all 
abortions performed in 1996. Forthose facilities not reporting 100 percent, the characteristics data have been 
expanded in arandom manner to produce data for each facility’s total number ofabortions. These adjustments 
should not seriously bias the results. For live births and fetal deaths, reporting ofthe events is believed to be 
virtually 100 percent, although the variables include a few unknown or notstated values. 


For the maps of this report, a procedure from the Statistical Analysis System (SAS) was used to group 
counties that are “most like each other” with respect to the statistic being examined. This procedure may 
result in very large or very small groups, depending on how the counties differ. 


Itis hoped that this report will serve many of the data needs of those individuals and agencies delivering 
and/or planning health services for the childbearing population of the state. Your comments are always 
welcomed. You may contact this office at (919) 733-4728, or address correspondence to: 


State Center for Health Statistics 
Department of Health and Human Services 
P.O. Box 29538 

Raleigh, North Carolina 27626-0538 
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TRENDS AND PATTERNS IN PREGNANCY, LIVE BIRTH, 
ABORTION, AND FETAL DEATH 


Total and race-specific measures for each year 1986-1996 are listed in the table below. North 
Carolina's total pregnancy rate (pregnancies per 1,000 females ages 15-44) has increased for the first 
time after five consecutive years of decline. The increase includes both whites and nonwhites. Live births 
are the greatest contributor to total pregnancies, so it is not surprising that the state’s fertility rate (live 
births per 1,000 females ages 15-44) has followed the same general course as the pregnancy rate. There 
was a 2.1 percent increase in the total fertility rate from 1995 to 1996. 


The state’s abortion rate (abortions per 1,000 females ages 15-44) continues to decline for whites 
with a decrease of 2.3 percent from 1995 to 1996. The nonwhite abortion rate increased 5.3 percent from 
1995 to 1996. The abortion fraction (abortions per 1,000 pregnancies) decreased among whites by 4.1 
percent from 1995 to 1996 and increased among non-whites by 3 percent. The final component of total 
reported pregnancies is the relatively small number of fetal deaths. In 1996 the overall fetal death rate 
(fetal deaths per 1,000 deliveries) increased by 12.5 percent from 1995 to 1996. 


Pregnancy Rates, Fertility Rates, Abortion Rates, 
Abortion Fractions and Fetal Death Rates: 
North Carolina Residents, 1986-1996* 


1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Pregnancy Rate 
Total 808 829 85.9 87.1 87.9 85.9 854 82.9 81.9 80.1 81.7 
White 72.0 73.8 75.4 760 77.9 75.7 754 73.2 73.2 72.5 73.8 
Nonwhite 104.3 107.6 114.5 1164 113.5 112.5 111.4 108.1 104.8 99.6 101.8 


Fertility Rate 
Total 58.8 60.3 623 645 656 638 645 624 620 61,5 62.8 
White 54.2 556 569 586 606 588 598 57.9 586 59.0 60.5 
Nonwhite 72.1 73.66 77.5 81.0 796 78.0 77.5 74.5 71.0 68.2 68.8 


Abortion Rate : 
Total 21:4 22.1 23.0 . 22.0 21.7 214 -203 20:0 19.5 18.1 18.4 
White 17.4 17.8 18.1 17.1 16.9 16.5 15:3 14.9 14.2 13.1 12.8 
Nonwhite 31.3 33.22 360 343 32.9 33.5 32.8 326 32.9 304 32.0 


Abortion Fraction 
Total 265.2 267.0 268.2 253.1 247.0 249.8 237.9 241.3 237.7 226.3 225.0 
White 241.7 241.2 240.2 224.7 216.7 218.2 202.5 203.2 193.7 181.2 173.8 
Nonwhite 299.9 308.3 314.6 294.7 289.4 297.7 294.6 301.7 313.7 305.5 314.7 


Fetal Death Rate 
Total 8.8 8.6 8.9 8.7 8.6 8.6 9.0 8.4 7.9 8.0 9.0 
White 7 7.4 6.7 6.6 6.5 6.7 6.6 6.1 5.6 5.8 7 
Nonwhite 12:5 BS) 13:4, 13.0 ~ 13.3 12.5 14.1 13.3 13.0 13.2 14.0 


*Pregnancy, fertility, and abortion rates for 1986-1989 are not the same as published in some previous reports due to revised 
population estimates. In almost all cases, the updated total and white rates are slightly lower and nonwhite rates are slightly 
higher than rates previously published. 


On pages 2-3 through 2-20, maps and tables show county-specific pregnancy, fertility, and abortion rates, 
as well as abortion fractions for 1996. Fetal death rates are not given due to the instability of the county rates 
for a single year. Users are referred to the five-year fetal death rates published in North Carolina Vital 
Statistics, Volume 1. 
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SUMMARY OF CHARACTERISTICS OF INDUCED ABORTIONS 


During 1996, the licensed facilities of North Carolina reported 33,554 abortions to the State Center for 
Health Statistics, an increase of 0.4 percent from the number reported in 1995. As in previous years, women 
obtaining these abortions were most often white, between the ages of 15 and 24, and not married. Most had 
never had a previous abortion and had no living children. Tables and graphs on the following two pages show 
the number of resident and occurrence abortions by county for 1996. 


Place of Occurrence 


The table on page 3-3 details 1996 North Carolina occurrences according to region and county of occur- 
rence. Of the 33,554 abortions reported in North Carolina, 99.8 percent occurred in 10 counties. Twenty- 
three percent of the state total occurred in Mecklenburg, 23 percent occurred in Wake, and 14.5 percent oc- 
curred in Orange. 


In 1996, a total of 659 or 2.2 percent of North Carolina resident abortees received abortions in other 
states. Of these, 53 percent occurred in Virginia, 20 percent occurred in South Carolina and 19 percent oc- 
curred in Georgia. The remaining eight percent occurred in Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Mississippi, New 
Mexico, Vermont, Washington, and Tennessee. 


Place of Residence 


During 1996, abortions to residents of North Carolina totaled 30,593, an increase of two percent from 
1995. The distribution by county of residence varied widely during 1996 with all 100 counties represented. 
The most populous counties accounted for the greatest frequencies, as shown on the graph on the following 


page. 
Among abortions performed in 1996, a total of 3,633 (10.6%) were to residents of other states. Of these, 


54 percent were residents of South Carolina and 34 percent were residents of Virginia. Tennessee accounted 
for 5 percent of North Carolina’s nonresident abortions; Georgia, 2 percent; and Maryland, 0.5 percent. 


Facility of Occurrence 


In 1996, 29 hospitals performed only three percent of abortions occurring in North Carolina. The remaining 
97 percent occurred in 25 non-hospital facilities. Almost half of the hospital abortions occurred in one hospital. 
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Reported Induced Abortions 
by County of Occurrence 


Number of Abortions 
7734 - 7809 ome V 

Nera = North Carolina 
3138 - 4851 - 1996 


E225 1949 - 2838 
695 - 1267 
esos 


Reported Induced Abortions 
by County of Residence 


wl Wr OBORSES Bur (/ a oa 


Number of Abortions 
3444 - 3607 
1533 - 2204 
E25) 841-1360 
287 - 717 
ae a: 


Occurrence 
Total 33,554 
PC REGION 
I Western 2,268 


II Northwestern 5,122 
III Southwestern 7,737 
IV Northwestern 13,356 
V Southwestern 3,783 
VI Eastern 1,288 


COUNTY 

Alamance - 
Alexander - 
Alleghany - 
Anson ~ 
Ashe _ 
Avery = 
Beaufort - 
Bertie = 
Bladen - 
Brunswick - 
Buncombe 2.267 
Burke 2 
Cabarrus ~ 
Caldwell = 
Camden ~ 
Carteret - 
Caswell - 
Catawba 16 
Chatham - 
Cherokee ~ 
Chowan - 
Clay - 
Cleveland 1 
Columbus = 
Craven ad 
Cumberland 2,838 
Currituck ~ 


Reported Induced Abortions 


By Perinatal Care Region and County 


Resident 


Occurrence Data and Resident Data 
North Carolina, 1996 


Occurrence Resident 


COUNTY 
Dare 
Davidson 
Davie 
Duplin 
Durham 
Edgecombe 
Forsyth 
Franklin 
Gaston 
Gates 
Graham 
Granville 
Greene 
Guilford 
Halifax 


Harnett 
Haywood 


Henderson 
Hertford 
Hoke 

Hyde 

Iredell 
Jackson 
Johnston 
Jones 

Lee 

Lenoir 
Lincoln 
McDowell 
Macon 
Madison 
Martin 
Mecklenburg 
Mitchell 
Montgomery 
Moore 


Occurrence 


COUNTY 

Nash 10 
New Hanover 940 
Northampton - 
Onslow 1,267 
Orange 4,851 
Pamlico - 
Pasquotank - 
Pender = 
Perquimans - 
Person 

Pitt 

Polk ~ 
Randolph - 
Richmond - 
Robeson 1 
Rockingham ~ 
Rowan - 
Rutherford ~ 
Sampson 1 
Scotland - 
Stanly - 
Stokes ~ 
Surry ~ 
Swain - 
Transylvania - 
Tyrrell - 
Union 2 
Vance a 
Wake 7,809 
Warren - 
Washington 7 
Watauga _ 
Wayne _ 
Wilkes 
Wilson 
Yadkin 
Yancey = 


In l 


Resident 


The remainder of the data appearing in this publication will be resident data. The base year ap- 
pearing in the trend graphs and tables is 1986 to reflect changes during the past decade. 


Summary of Characteristics of Women Receiving Abortions 


1986 
Total Number 32,849 
State of Occurrence 
North Carolina 96.3 
Out of State Ba 
Age 
14 and under 16 
15-19 28.8 
20-24 33.4 
25-29 19.3 
30-34 10.2 
35 and over 58 
Mean 23.3 
Race 
White 60.3 
Nonwhite 37.6 
Marital Status’ 
Married 23.5 
Unmarried 74.0 
Education 
8 and under 19 
9-1] 15.8 
12 36.7 
13 and over 32.1 
Mean 12.6 
Number of Living Children 
None 58.6 
l 23.2 
2 12.9 
3 or more 54 
Number of Previous Abortions 
None 68.6 
l 22.7 
2 64 
3 or more 23 
Weeks of Gestation’ 
8 and under 44.0 
9-12 40.6 
13-15 83 
16-20 34 
21 and over 0.5 
Mean 93 
Type of Procedure 
Suction Curettage 96.9 
Sharp Curettage 04 


Intra-Utenne Instillation 
Prostaglandin/Saline 24 
Hysterectomy/ 
Hysterotomy. 0.0 
Dilation & Evacuation’ — 


North Carolina Resident Data, 1986-1996 


1987 
34344 


96.3 
3] 


13 
28.4 
33.1 
19.6 
10.2 

6.0 
23.4 


59.6 
38.9 


243 
73.6 


sg 
15.2 
39.2 
32.5 
12.6 


56.7 
24.0 
13.5 


67.2 


43.2 
413 


0.0 


Percent Distribution’ 


1988 
36,066 


96.3 
3.7 


13 
28.2 
33.1 
19.5 
10.6 

6.1 
23.5 


58.2 
40.8 


23.8 
74.5 


19 
15.1 
40.6 
33.0 
12.6 


55.1 
24.7 
143 


24.4 


45.3 
39.0 


96.4 


1989 


34,907 


1990 


34,565 


0.0 


'Percentages may not add to 100 percent due to not stated cases. 
Married includes separated but not legally divorced. 


3Gestation computed from last menstrual period. 


‘Data not collected from 1986 to 1993. 


1991 
34369 


97.1 
29 


1.0 
23.4 
35.6 
20.1 
11.2 

73 
24.0 


56.6 
413 


23.2 
743 


1.6 
12.7 
37.6 
32.2 
12.6 


50.1 
27.6 
16.1 

63 


63.0 
26.5 
74 
3.0 


48.5 
38.1 
6.7 
25 
04 


1992 
32,730 


98.0 
2.0 


Ll 
21.9 
36.2 
20.1 
17 

15) 
24.2 


55.2 
43.0 


22.1 
71.9 


15 
12.8 
33.0 
31.9 
12.6 


50.0 
27.7 
15.8 

6.5 


63.3 
26.0 
1) 
3.1 


49.4 
36.8 
6.7 
24 
04 


1993 
32,498 


96.9 
3:1 


0.9 
21.7 
36.0 
20.3 
11.8 

79 
24.3 


54.5 
43.6 


20.3 
69.3 


12 
11.8 
30.1 
313 
12.7 


51.7 
26.9 
152 

62 


61.8 
26.9 
84 


1994 
31,875 


98.1 
19 


1995 
29,938 


98.7 
13 


1996 
30,593 


97.9 
22 


Tables on the following two pages show trends for North Carolina resident abortions by race, age, 
weeks of gestation and education of abortee from 1986-1996. 


Resident Induced Abortions 


By Race of Abortee 
North Carolina, 1986-1996 
Year Total White Nonwhite 
1986 32,849 19,816 12,353. 
1987 34,344 20,457 13,346 
1988 36,066 20,988 14,711 
1989 34,907 19,966 14,242 
1990 34,565 19,792 13,764 
1991 34,369 19,453 14,199 
1992 32,730 18,064 14,082 
1993 32,498 17,699 14,177 
1994 31,875 16,973 14,430 
1995 29,938 15,881 13,474 
1996 30,593 15,620 14,287 


NOTE: Race-specific counts do not add to the total due to cases of unknown race. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY RACE OF ABORTEE BY AGE OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 
70 7 | ee ee een ee eee ner eres eens 


SO ic a oko wee cde ade decnece sede ts 


19 and Under 


90st Fo aac german SE 


Percent 


30-34 


VO eect eects 
[SS and over ge ee 

10 
86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 


Year Year 


Rates 
Fractions 


Rates 
Fractions 


Rates 
Fractions 


Rates 
Fractions 


Rates 
Fractions 


Rates 
Fractions 


Age 
15-19 


20-24 


25-29 


30-34 


35-44 


ABORTION RATES AND ABORTION FRACTIONS BY AGE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 


1986 
38.2 
400.6 


37.8 
268.7 


22.6 
190.1 


12:5 
182.9 


4.2 
284.6 


AllAges 21.4 


265.2 


1987 
39.6 
402.2 


40.1 
274.0 


23.9 
194.3 


12.9 
179.1 


4.4 
27941 


2251 
267.0 


1988 
41.4 
399.5 


43.0 
283.1 


24.2 
196.9 


13-7 
185.3 


4.5 
276.1 


23.0 
268.2 


1989 
38.5 
365.1 


43.0 
274.6 


24.4 
186.8 


13.8 
179.0 


4.3 
246.9 


22.0 
253.1 


1990 
36.5 
346.4 


44.8 
272.8 


24.2 
182.6 


13.0 
164.6 


4.6 
25551 


PART 
247.0 


1991 
33.4 
330.5 


45.8 
283.1 


24.6 
193.2 


13.4 
167.0 


4.7 
254.0 


21.4 
249.8 


1992 
30.7 
312.0 


43.3 
27S 


23.9 
184.2 


13.1 
160.9 


4.5 
239'3 


20.3 
237.9 


1993 
30.5 
316.5 


41.6 
279.6 


24.4 
193.4 


13.1 
158.2 


4.6 
232.0 


20.0 
241.3 


1994 
29.4 
308.2 


40.4 
Died 


23.3 
187.0 


13'5 
159.9 


4.6 
224.9 


195 
237.7 


1995 
27.0 
294.9 


37.8 
264.8 


22.9 
186.1 


1251 
143.4 


4.5 
213.1 


18.1 
226.3 


1996 
25 
279.4 


38.8 
264.8 


25.0 
194.9 


12.9 
145.9 


4.6 
213.7 


18.4 
225.0 


Note: Abortion rates are abortions per 1,000 females of the age group and abortion fractions are abortions 
per 1,000 pregnancies. 


PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 


BY WEEKS OF GESTATION 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 


60 


50 


40 


10 


13 and Over 


86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 


Year 
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PERCENT INDUCED ABORTIONS 
BY EDUCATION OF ABORTEE 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 


86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 


Year 


SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF RESIDENT LIVE BIRTHS 
AND FETAL DEATHS 


LIVE BIRTHS 


There was a slight increase in the absolute number of live births from 1995 to 1996, but an overall increase 
of 16 percent since 1986 to 104,428 resident live births in 1996. Here we examine several live birth trends that 
cause particular public health concern because of possible economic, emotional, and health consequences to 
the mother/child. Several other publications available from this office offer more detail about live births and 
their maternal and medical characteristics. Region, county, and some city data are also available. 


Resident Live Births by Race of Child 


North Carolina, 1986-1996 
YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 
1986 90,228 61,746 28,482 
1987 93,481 63,876 29,605 
1988 97,560 65,937 31,623 
1989 102,091 68,455 33,636 
1990 104,439 71,095 33,344 
1991 102,309 69,233 33,076 


1992 103,925 70,687 33,238 
1993 101,333 68,960 32,313 


1994 101,396 70,241 31,135 
1995 101,555 71,330 30,225 
1996 104,428 73,745 30,683 


Fertility Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1986-1996 


AGE and RACE 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 


15-19 White 42.8 434 45.1 47.3 523 503 504 489 504 50.3 50.8 
Nonwhite 87.1 89.2 93.8 101.8 104.2 105.3 104.7 103.2 100.00 95.3 94.2 


20-24 White 92.0 942 93.7° 96.9 103.7 100.0 101.7 93.7 941 945 97.5 
Nonwhite 129.9 133.5 143.1 149.4 157.0 154.7 150.1 138.0 129.8 128.3 131.0 


25-29 White 98.2 100.0 102.7 105.6 107.0 102.0 104.6 100.5 102.0 102.8 106.1 
Nonwhite 90.3 97.0 104.4 110.5 109.5 102.2 1068 1020 965 904 92.4 


30-34 White 58.0 62.6 63.0 66.1 689 68.7 70.7) 72.4 74.2 76.0 79.5 
Nonwhite 49.8 509 542 56.0 55.9 584 59.7 603 60.7 604 62.2 


35-44 White 10.1 109 115 128 133 140 146 15.3 161 17.0 174 
Nonwhite 11.9 12.3 128 139 13.0 12.9 134 145 144 142 149 


Note: Fertility rates are live births per 1,000 females of the age group. 
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WHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE NONWHITE FERTILITY RATES BY AGE 


NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 NORTH CAROLINA, 1986-1996 
160 160 
140 
2 s 
© 120 5 
2 S 
= 100 = 
E 80 E 
= Ss 
S 60 3 
2 40 2 (la er es cae Ne ee 
= = 
a 20 x C1 hal eeenERE eee ebcoatase SOA ene eee 


86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 


Year Year 


Selected Live Birth Trends 
North Carolina, 1986-1996 
Percentages 


1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Unmarried Mothers 
Totali” 23:6 (24:9) 263) 92757 294) 316 » 318) 32a 3k ee silr4 52.0 
White OME TONGS 11 12S? 1422 6108 F W6n L72O? 176k US:Om W190 
Nonwhite 53.8 55.6 56.7 58.7 61.9 64.2 63.7 645 63.9 63.0 63.1 


Low Birthweight 
Total 79 : : : : : é : : “ 
White 6.1 6.0 6.1 6.0 5.9 6.4 6.4 6.6 6.7 6.8 6.8 
Nonwhite 11.8 
Very Low Birthweight 
Total ie) 1.6 1.6 Neg, We 17 M7 1.8 1.8 iN 
White ea 1.0 1.0 1.1 Ie le 1.0 12 ez eS) 1.2 
Nonwhite 2.4 2.8 2] 29 2.9 2.9 3.0 Sal ell : 


No Prenatal Care 
Total 1.3 RS 1.6 1.8 1.8 1.6 1.3 3 12 1.0 ile} 
White 0.7 0.9 0.9 0.9 1.0 0.8 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 
Nonwhite 2.6 2.8 3.1 3.6 3.4 3.3 2.8 2.6 IRE 2D 23 
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FETAL DEATHS 


This section examines trends in white and nonwhite fetal death by race and maternal age. Race-spe- 
cific fetal death rates for regions, counties, and cities are available in North Carolina Vital Statistics, 
Volume 1. Counties are urged to use 5-year fetal death rates, rather than the less stable single-year 
rates. 


Race 
Following are the numbers of resident reported fetal deaths by race from 1986 to 1996. 
Resident Fetal Deaths by Race 
North Carolina, 1986-1996 
YEAR TOTAL WHITE NONWHITE 


1986 800 440 360 
1987 814 477 337 
1988 872 443 429 
1989 899 455 ade 
1990 911 463 448 
199] 884 465 419 
1992 948 47] 477 
1993 861 424 437 
1994 808 397 411 
1995 823 418 405 
1996 952 517 435 


Maternal Age 


Because of the instability of the fetal death rates by race and age, they are not graphed here. However, the 
table below points to the higher rates among mothers age 35 and older as well as among nonwhites. 


Fetal Death Rates by Age and Race 
North Carolina, 1986-1996 


AGE and RACE 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 


15-19 White 7.2 8.1 7.5 8.5 9.0 8.0 8.8 7.4 TD 7.0 9:5 
Nonwhite 128 104 149 125 12.3 11.8 141 13.2 12.8 11.7 = 13.3 


20-24 White 7.2 6.2 6.6 5.9 6.2 5.0 7.0 6.1 5.0 5.9 6.5 
Nonwhite 10.8 93 122127 125) wits 125 31. 225 27 124 


25-29 White 6.3 7.4 5:9 6.3 5.5 6.5 5:3 4.8 5.0 5.3 6.6 
Nonwhite 125 11.8 11.9 120 12.2 133 12.9 12.0 96 125 13.6 


30-34 White LS eZ 6.3 5.8 6.1 7.4 6.4 6.1 5.2 4.4 4.9 
Nonwhite 13.3 13.8 10.2 139 144 13.1 165 145 161 15.7 15.4 


35-44 White 8.8 11.7 8.0 8.1 7.8 8.6 6.6 8.5 Tl 8.9 10.8 
Nonwhite 18.2 18.1 185 16.7 21.3 21.3 21.2 142 153 174 = 17.6 
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SUMMARY OF REPORTED PREGNANCIES 


In 1996, 30,593 induced abortions were performed to residents of North Carolina, an increase of 
two percent from 1995. 


A total of 3,633 (10.6%) of abortions performed in North Carolina were to residents of other states. 


The average age of North Carolina residents having abortions during 1996 was 24.8. The percent- 
age of abortions at younger ages has continued to decrease since 1986. 


The highest abortion rate occurred to women ages 20-24. The abortion fraction was highest 
among women ages 15-19. 


Of the resident abortions reported in 1996, 51.1 percent were white and 46.7 percent were re- 
ported as nonwhite. 


Only 18.4 percent of North Carolina residents receiving abortions during 1996 were reported 
as being legally married. However, 21 percent of abortion records in 1996 had marital status 
not reported. 


The average education level of residents receiving abortions during 1996 was 12.7 years. Fifty-eight 
percent had at least 12 years of education, compared to 69 percent during 1986. 


Thirty-eight percent of North Carolina women having abortions during 1996 reported at least one 
previous abortion. 


In 1996, the percentage of women obtaining abortions beyond the 20th week of gestation was 0.4. 
The average gestational weeks of pregnancy was 8.7 in 1996. 


Suction curettage accounted for 89.5 percent of all resident abortion procedures reported for 1996, 
a decrease from 96.4 percent in 1995. The decrease was particularly due to the addition of 
dilation and evacuation as a reportable procedure. 


There were 104,428 live births reported to residents of North Carolina in 1996, an increase 
of 16 percent from 1986. 


The percent of newborns at low birthweights has not declined. The percentage weighing less 
than 2500 grams remained at 8.7 in 1996. The percentage of very low-weight births (less than 1500 
grams) remained at 1.8. 


Births to mothers with no prenatal care accounted for one percent of all live births. 


The fetal death rates for whites and nonwhites age 35 and older increased 21 and 1.1 percent re- 
spectively from 1995 to 1996. 


n 
' 
i 


Abortee 


Abortion Fraction 


Abortion Rate 
Age 
Clinic 


Dilation and 
Evacuation (D & E) 


Education 
Fertility Rate 


Fetal Death 


Fetal Death Rate 
Gestation 
Gestational Age 


Hysterotomy/ 
Hysterectomy 


Induced Abortion 


DEFINITIONS 


A woman who has received an abortion. 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 reported pregnancies (live births + fetal 
deaths of 20 or more weeks gestation + induced abortions). 


The number of induced abortions per 1,000 females of specified age. 
Age at last birthday. 


A freestanding facility, neither physically attached to nor operated by a licensed 
hospital, for the performance of abortions. 


This procedure, used most frequently in the second trimester, involves opening the 
cervix (dilation) and using primarily sharp instrument techniques, but also suction and 
other instrumentation such as forceps for evacuation. 


The number of years of schooling completed. 
The number of live births per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Death prior to the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of 
human conception, irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, as indicated by the fact that 
after such expulsion or extraction the fetus does not breathe or show any evidence of life, 
such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of 
voluntary muscles (definition adopted by World Health Organization in 1950). Consis- 
tent with required reporting, this report includes only fetal deaths resulting from 
pregnancies of 20 or more weeks gestation. 


The number of fetal deaths per 1,000 live births plus fetal deaths. 
Weeks of pregnancy as computed from date of last menstrual period. 


The age of the fetus in weeks. 


Hysterotomy involves surgical entry into the uterus, as in a cesarean section, that 
removes a fetus that is too small to survive even with extraordinary life support 
measures. It is usually performed only if other abortion procedures fail. Hysterectomy 
is a procedure in which the uterus is removed either with the fetus inside or after the fetus 
has been removed. It is usually performed only when a pathological condition of the 
uterus, such as fibroid tumor, warrants its removal or when a woman desires steriliza- 
tion. 


The purposeful interruption of pregnancy with the intention other than to produce a live 
born infant or to remove a dead fetus and which does not result in a live birth. 
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Intra-uterine 
Instillation 


Live Birth 


Living Children 


Low Birthweight 


Maternal 


Married 


Medical 
(Nonsurgical) 


Not Married 


Occurrence 
Perinatal 
Pregnancy Rate 
Prenatal 


Previous Abortions 


This procedure involves either withdrawing a portion of amniotic fluid from the uterine 
cavity by a needle inserted through the abdominal wall and replacing this fluid with a 
concentrated salt solution (known as saline instillation, saline abortion, or saline 
amniotic fluid exchange) or injecting a prostaglandin — a substance with hormonelike 
activity — into the uterine cavity through a needle inserted through the abdominal wall 
(known as intra-uterine prostaglandin instillation). The saline instillation process 
induces labor, which results in the expulsion of the usually dead fetus approximately 24 
to 48 hours later. The interval between prostaglandin injection and expulsion tends to 
be shorter than in a saline abortion. 


The complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of a product of conception, 
irrespective of the duration of pregnancy, which, after separation, breathes or shows any 
other evidence of life, such as beating of the heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or 
any definite movement of voluntary muscles, whether or not the umbilical cord has been 
cut or the placenta is attached (definition adopted by World Health Organization in 
1950). 


The number of children still living at the time of this event. 


Liveborn infants who weigh under 2,500 grams (5 pounds, 8 ounces or less) at birth, 
regardless of the period of gestation. 


Of or pertaining to the mother. 

Includes women living with a husband and those who are separated but not legally 
divorced. In the case of live births and fetal deaths, the term also includes mothers who 
have been legally divorced 280 or fewer days. 

This nonsurgical procedure involves the administration of a medication or medications 
to induce an abortion. Medications (e.g., methotrexate, mifepristone, misoprostol, etc.) 
are used most frequently early in the first trimester of pregnancy. However, some 
medications (e.g., prostaglandin suppositories, injectable prostaglandins, etc.) may also 
be administered during the second trimester of pregnancy to induce abortion. Medica- 
tions may be administered orally, by injection, or intra-vaginally. 

Includes women who are widowed or divorced and those who have never married. In the 
case of live births and fetal deaths, widowed or divorced includes only mothers who have 
been widowed or legally divorced for more than 280 days. 

The facility, county, region, or state in which the event occurred. 

Occurring at about the time of birth. 

The number of pregnancies per 1,000 females of specified age. 


Occurring, existing, or taking place before birth. 


The number of previous induced abortions the abortee has had. The current procedure 
is not included. 
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Race 


Residence 
Retained Products 


Sharp Curettage 


Suction Curettage 


Very Low Birthweight 


Two broad categories, “white” and “nonwhite,” are used. “Nonwhite” is predominantly 
Black (>90%) in North Carolina. 


The usual county, region, or state of residence of the pregnant woman. 

Fetal tissue that may remain in the uterus after an abortion. 

A procedure that involves the dilation of the cervix as in suction, although usually to a 
larger diameter. The fetal and placental tissues are then scraped out with a curette, which 
resembles a small spoon. 

In this procedure the cervical canal is dilated by the successive insertion of instruments 
of increasing diameter. When the opening is large enough, a flexible tube is inserted into 
the uterine cavity and the fetal and placental tissues are then suctioned out by an electric 


vacuum pump. 


Liveborn infants who weigh under 1,500 grams (3 pounds, 4 ounces or less) at birth, 
regardless of the period of gestation. 
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APPENDIX A 


N.C. Department of Health and Human Services 
State Center for Health Statistics 


INDUCED ABORTION CASE REPORT 


For State Use Only 
.. Name of Facility: 


Facility Code: 


Residence Code: 
. Residence of Patient: 
State County City Zip Code 
. Age of Patient: — - 4. Completed Years of Education: 
It) oe (circleone) 1 23456789 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17+ 
sa. Race of Patient: 5b. Hispanic Origin? 6. Marital Status: 
01 = White 0 2 = Black (Cuban, Mexican, Puerto Rican, etc.) 0 1 = Married 0 4 = Divorced 
0 3=Am. Ind./Alaskan Native 01 = Yes (Specify) O2=Separated 05 =Widowed 
04=Asian/Pacific Islander O5=Other| O2=No O13 = Never Married 


ta. History of Previous Pregnancies: 
(Complete each section) 


8. Current Pregnancy: 


a. Date of Last Mo. Day Yr. 
Menstrual Period: 


j Live Births 
Number | Number 
!Now Living | Now Dead 


O None | 0 None 


'b. Termination Date of 
Last Previous Pregnancy 


Other Terminations 
Number Fetal/ | Number 
Spontaneous | Induced 


b. Date of Mo. Day Yr. 
Abortion: / / 


OC None CO None 


Procedure that Terminated Pregnancy: 
(Check only one) 


10. Complications of Pregnancy Termination: 
(Check all that apply) 


O00 =None 
1X 1 = Hemorrhage 

0 2 = Sepsis (Infection) 
0 3 = Uterine Perforation 
1 4 = Cervical Laceration 
DC 5 =Retained Products 
06 = Other (Specify) 


0 1 = Suction Curettage 
0 2 = Medical (Nonsurgical) 
Specify Medication(s) 
O03 = Dilation and Evacuation 
0 4 = Intra-Uterine Instillation (Saline or Prostaglandin) 
C5 = Sharp Curettage (D&C) 
O16 = Hysterotomy/Hysterectomy 
O07 = Other (Specify) 


{891 (Revised 9/97) 

enter for Health Statistics (Review 9/99) 

t Name and Title of Person Completing Report 
Vy 
} Distribution: White — State copy; Canary — Facility copy 
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DEHNA 1201 
(Revised &/30) 
VITAL RECORDS 


APPENDIX B 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


CERTIFICATE OF LIVE BIRTH 


Registration 
District No. Local No. BIRTH NO. — 132 
CHILD'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) 


DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) TIME OF BIRTH 

2 2 u 
CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION OF BIRTH COUNTY OF BIRTH 

iS « 


PLACE OF BIRTH: O Hospital O Freestanding Birth Center 0 Clinic/Doctor's Office FACILITY NAME (11 not institution, give street and number) 


DATE OF BIRTH (Aéontn. Day, Year) BIRTHPLACE (State o foresgn country) 
“| MAIDEN NAME OATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Yeas) 
USUAL RESIDENCE (STATE) w 3 COUNTY CITY, TOWN OR LOCATION 
3 


FATHER'S NAME (Firat, Midctie, Last) 


a 
MOTHER'S NAME (Firsi, Middle, Las!) 


12a 
BIRTHPLACE (State or forergn country) 


” 


STREET ANO NUMBER ¢t- ‘INSIDE CITY LIMITS | MOTHER'S MAILING ADORESS (/f same as reacence, enter Zp Coce 
eer \ Yes or No) “same") 
tsa. es vote al (9 16a. ie 
MOTHER'S SIGNATURE. ! certty that | have inspected thus ceaiticate. RELATION TO CHILD IF MOTHER CANNOT SIGN |SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER REQUESTED 
= 5 
17a ; 17. ve ves () xo [] 
| cenity that tus child was born alrve al the place and time and on the |DATE SIGNED ATTENDANTS NAME AND TITLE (i other than carttier) (Type/Prnt) 


Gale stated. Signature 


18a Omo0.000.0CNM 
CERTIFIER'S NAME & TITLE (Type/Pnnt) Ta 0 Cuner (Speci ) 


O MD. C0 DO. O Hespital Administrator ATTENDANTS MAILING ACORESS (Street & Number or Ruri Route & Number. Cry. Town, Zip Code) 


20. Gs Other (Speci) 2 
OATE RECO BY LOCAL REG. SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR DATE NAME ADDED JOATE AMENCED 
Za zp. r= 7] 


COLOR OR RACE OF MOTHER (Specity While, Black, American indian, etc) 
=a 


INFORMATION FOR MEDICAL AND HEALTH USE ONLY 
= 

‘a SSN 
ZT. EDUCATION (Highest Grace Completa) 


Elernentary/Seconcary (0-12) College (14 or 5+) 
ZT HISPANIC (Cuban, Mescan, Puerto Rican, etc.) ORIGIN7 - 


ONo OYes (Spscity) 


IF NOT SINGLE — Bom First. Second, Third, 
etc (Specity) 
230. 


FA 
arash 


38a. EDUCATION (Highest Grace Completed) 


Eierentary/Secondary (0-12) College (1-4 or $+) 
26c. HISPANIC (Cuban, Mescan, Puerto Rican, sic.) ORIGIN? 


CNo OYes (Specity) 
MOTHER MARRIED (Al birth, concepion or between PLURALITY — Single. Twin. Tapiet, 
DIMA and conception) etc. (Specity) 

a Pe 

30. PREGNANCY HISTORY (Compiele each section) 

& Live Bits (Do not inciude this child) 


BIRTH WEIGHT (Specify) 
me UB oz 
31. APGAR SCORE 


Oate of last Live Birth 


Now Ling, Number CO None Now Dead. Number CO None (Monn, Cay. Year) 
b. OTHER TERMINATIONS (Spontaneous end DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION 
mduced at any time afer conception) Number _____mm._) None (Monin, Day. Year) 


OATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN | MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Totus! Number | CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Od motner Rave 5-000 ‘es! lor 
(Monin, Day, Year) CARE BEGAN (First, Second, ofc.) (If none, 30 slate) GESTATION (Weeks) Sypnulie? (Specity yes or no ) 
xn an ». ue x 

MOTHER TRANSFERRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY? O NO O YES I! yes. enter name of INFANT TRANSFERREO? O NO O YES I yes. enter name of facility transierred to 
facility transierred trom 
va 


37. 


38a. MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS 40. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/OR DELIVERY 43. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF CHILD 
PREGNANCY (Check all that apply) (Check ail that apply) 
(Check all that apply) Febrile (> 100° F. or 38°C.) .. Anencephalus ..............-.... deosteseea 00 
Anemia (Het < 30/Hgb. < 10)... Meconium, moderate/nheavy .. Spina bilida/Meningocele . Veuvewsemvssws 020 


Cardiac disease .............. Premature rupture of membrane (> 12 hours) .. Hydrocephalus. 


Acute or chronic lung disease Abruptio placenta .... aes Th Microcephalus ... sé cccaccsacsavacsssel041G] 
Geacueass =r Placenta previa ...... Otner central nervous system anomalies 
Genital herpes ... Pe Other excessive bleeding es ad “Oo 
Hydramnios/Oligohydramnios <i Seizures during labor .. F = Seecity) 
Hemogiobinopathy . F Precipitous labor ( <3 hours) Si Heart malformations ................... ....60 
Hypertension, chronic a Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) ad Otnes circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Hypertension, pregnancy-associated . . wd Dysfunctional labor ....... es (Ss wy ay) o70 
Eclampsia ae <s Breech/Maipresentation 
Incompetent cervi: a ss Cephalopelvic disproportion. . A Rectal siresia/stenosis .............. ...080 
Previous infant 4000+ grams . se Cord prolapse ............ eee Tracheo-esophageal fistula/Esophaceal 
Previous preterm or smaill-for-gestational- Anesthetic complications ...qX. acre BIBSE ..... 00s ercrceccccececsecees : ...090 
age infant _.. a Fetal distvess:. -2.22 252352: e Ase sa nae Omphaloceie/Gastroschisis ......... 100 
Renal disease .. «= 14 U) [ None... ccecccccen Se Dus ceceee Be ererrreys Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
Rh sensitization i no 
Uterine bleeding > (Specity) 
seveceeses cies zeSe es a Mallormed genitalia........ 120 
Otner (Specily) y Renal agenesis.......... eaivees 130 
sasedees - Other urogenital anomalies 
38. OTHER HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY pesca at sloeed previous’ C-section oak (Specify) “0 
(Complete ail items) Repeat: C-SOCtION 6. 665.562 sccckeccensveteosceess Cleft ip/palate ........... cece eee eee ....1S0 
Tobacco use during pregnancy ..... Forceps .. Polydactyty/Syndactyty/Adactyly ...............160 
Average number cigareftes per day CUID1IOOL. ccc cssccacceese <6 -...170 


Alcohol use during pregnancy ...... Diaphragmatic hernia ..... oe 
Average number of drinks per week 42 CONDITIONS OF THE NEWBORN Other musculoskeletaVintegumental anomalies 


Werght gained during pregnancy ___ (Check all that apply) (Specity) 190 
H 13) :-..<. Down's syndrome........ wears 200 
39. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES aa Other chromosomal anomelies 
(Check all that apply) Fetal alcohol syndrome (Specily) 20 
AMMNIOCONOSIS «o.oo. oo. cc ccccsccsecacsczecer : Hyaline membrane disease/ROS 
Electronic fetal momitonng . ae H Meconium aspiration syndrome Nome... . eee ee caees oO 
Induction of labor Assisted ventilation < 30 min... Other (Specily) 20 


Stmulation of labor Assisted ventilation 2 30 min... 
Tocolysis ....... . aa sausanse Selzwes:, os oes sas cedazessiccce . 
Ultniseund : 2 ee None 


None ; Petephia ree he. Othor (Specily) ..-. ..-__.- --__... 0 
Othor (Spocity) 
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FETUS 


PARENTS 


CAUSE 


CERTIFIER 


MOTHER 


FATHER 


MULTIPLE BIRTHS 
Enter Suste File 
Nurnbder of 

Mate(s) 

LIVE BIRTH(S) 


FETAL DEATHS) 
DEHNR 2087 


(Revised 10/89) 
VITAL RECORDS 


APPENDIX C 


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION OF EPIDEMIOLOGY — VITAL RECORDS SECTION 


Registration REPORT OF FETAL DEATH 

District No. Local No. 

NAME OF FETUS FIRST MIDOLE LAST SEX OF FETUS DATE OF DELIVERY TIME OF DELIVERY 
us 2 2 4 uM 
NAME OF FACILITY (11 not institution, give streel and number) CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION COUNTY OF DELIVERY 

is Sb. Se 

MOTHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) MAIDEN SURNAME DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day. Year) 
i a 7. 

RESIDENCE STATE COUNTY CITY, TOWN, OR LOCATION STREET ANDO NUMBER 

cS a iS ea 

INSIDE CITY LIMITS ZIP CODE FATHER'S NAME (First, Middle, Last) DATE OF BIRTH (Month, Day, Year) 
(Yes or No) 
Be. at. % 10. 
PART L FETAL DEATH WAS CAUSED BY. ENTER ONLY ONE CAUSE PEA LINE FOR (a). (b), (c) SPECIFY FETAL O8t MATE NNAL 

crue monemai condition (a) IMMEDIATE CAUSE 

Fetal and/or maternal condi- 


tons, i any, giving risk tothe = (b) DUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 
immediate cause (a), stating 


the uncertying cause last 

11. (c) OUE TO, OR AS A CONSEQUENCE OF 

PART . OTHER SIGNIFICANT CONDITIONS of fetus or mother wruch may Rave contnbuted to feu! PHYSICIAN'S ESTIMATE | Fetus ded before labor. Gunng labor AUTOPSY (Spec#y Yes or No) 
G20 but not resuiting in the undertying cause given in Part L OF GESTATION (Weens) | oF deirery, unanown (Specity) 

Tm ir. We w 

| certity that thes delivery occurred on the date shown and thal the fetus was born desd. ATTENDANT MO. Nurse-Micwite, Micwile, other DATE SIGNED 
SIGNATURE. (Specity) 

4. Sa 15d. 

MAILING ADDRESS | SIGNATURE OF MEDICAL EXAMINER (U Celery not attended by physician) 
Se 5 

DATE RECEIVED BY LOCAL REGISTRAR | SIGNATURE OF REGISTRAR 

Va 17b. 


INFORMATION FOR STATISTICAL USE ONLY 
21. OCCUPATION AND BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 


OF HISPANIC ORIGIN? (Specify Yes RACE — Amencan incian, je 
Or No, i! yes, specify Cuben, Mezican, White, Black, etc. pecity © oPesl orede compleied Worked gunng Ij a 
18. Puerto Rican, etc below) 18. (Specity below) Elen /Sec_ (0-12) College (14 or $+) Occupation Business/indusiry 


A = ONo 
ae ie 2a. Firs 21d. 
Ove ONo 
Specity: 
16 19. 200. Ze 214. 
PREGNANCY HISTORY MOTHER MARRIED? (A! Celery, conception.| DATE LAST NORMAL MENSES BEGAN 
omplete each sectron OF any hme between) (Yas or No) (htonin, Day. Year) 
OTHER TERMINATIONS a 24. 
(Spontaneous and induced st MONTH OF PREGNANCY PRENATAL PRENATAL VISITS — Total Number 
any hime after conception) CARE BEGAN — First. Second, Third, etc. {If none, 30 stale) 
Za Now Living 2b. Now Dead 22d. (D0 not inctude this fetus) ZB [Specity) 7 
WEIGHT OF FETUS CLINICAL ESTIMATE OF | Did motner nave bicod tes! I 
Number —__ Number —__ Number —___ O None GESTATION (Weeks) Syphlis? (Specity yes Or nO) 
O None O None 7. 1B. oz a pa 
OATE OF LAST LIVE BIRTH DATE OF LAST OTHER TERMINATION PLURALITY — Sungie. Tenn, Triplet, etc IF NOT SINGLE BIRTH—Born First, Second, 
(Month, Year) (Month, Year) (Specity) Thurd. etc. (Specity) 
ze Ze. a 30d. 
31a MEDICAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY 33. OBSTETRIC PROCEDURES 3S. CONGENITAL ANOMALIES OF FETUS 
(Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) (Check all that apply) 


Anemia (Hct < 30/Hgb. < 10)... : i seal Anencephalus 
i isease ............ R i Spina bifida/Meningocele 
Acute or chronic lung disease fl Induction of labor .... Hydrocephalus... 
aeensese Stimulation of labor Microcephalus ... 

Other central nervous system anomalies 


(Specily) 0sO 
A Heart malformations ..............-.0.20..000 0000 060 
Hypertension, pregnancy-associated 7 Other circulatory/respiratory anomalies 
Eclampsla 34. EVENTS OF LABOR AND/ON DELIVERY (Spocily) 07 
Incompetent cervix . (Check all that apply) 
Previous infant 4000) grams . 05 [2 
Previous preterm or smali- -for-gestational- Febrile ( > 100° F. or 38°C.) ... at 
age intant . eae see Meconium, moderate/neavy ... ef QUOTA Fa Soc ees assnincesseccscesd ‘ 090 
Renal disease... F Premature rupture of membrane ( > 12 hours) .. Omphalocele/Gastroschisis . 100 
Rn sensitizatio 7 Abruptio placenta .. aa Other gastrointestinal anomalies 
Uterine bleeding . 3 Placents previa .... 
Ssekesnacewves Other excessive bleeding . rp (Specity) "10 
Seizures during labor ..... af Maltormed genitalia... 120 
Precipitous labor (<3 hours) . a Renal agenesis .... 2.2.2... 2 2... ee ee eee 130 
31b. ADDITIONAL HISTORY FOR THIS PREGNANCY Prolonged labor ( > 20 hours) - At Otner urogenital anomalios 
(Complete ai! tems) Dysfunctional labor ....... (Specily) “oO 
Breech/Malpresentation .. = 
Tobacco use during pregnancy ....... Cephalopelvic disproportion . Pe Cleft lip/palate .... 2... eee sans 150 
Average number cigarettes per day ____ Cord prolapse ............ . ze Polydactyty/Syndactyly/Adactyly passdesses too 
Alcohol use during pregnancy ........ Anesthetic complications 3 . Club foot...........-...... 
Average number of drinks per week Fetal distress... as Diaphragmatic hernia... 
Weight gained during pregnancy Other musculoskeletaV/integumental anomalies 


Other (Specify) 6 (Specity) 190 
32 METHOD OF DELIVERY (Check al! that apply) Gown's syndione ts... cis. mane Te 
Vaginal ... --010 Other chromosomal! anomalies 


Vaginal birth (Specily) 210 


Other (Specify). 220 


Hysterotomy/Hysierectomy .. 
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